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DOORWAY ARTS ENSEMBLE TO HOLD QUESTION AND ANSWER SESSION FOLLOWING STAGED READINGS OF NEW PLAYS
Bethesda, MD-Doorway Arts Ensemble Theater Company will hold a moderated Question and Answer session with L.A. award winning writer/producer/playwright, Lissa Levin, director Matt Ripa and local actor/director/writer, Liz Maestri (Taffety Punk Theater Company affiliate) with director, Tiffany Ford, immediately following the staged readings of their bold and powerful new plays presented Saturday evening September 5, 2009 in the Terrace Gallery of the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts during the 8th Annual Kennedy Center Page-to-Stage Festival in Washington, D.C. 
Terrace Gallery

John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts

2700 F Street, NW Washington, DC 20566

www.kennedy-center.org
Saturday September 5, 2009 7:30-9:30 p.m. (Questions and Answers session after final reading)
Tickets: FREE. Seats are available on a first come first serve basis. Press are welcome to this event.
The Page-to-Stage Festival is Sponsored by The Morris and Gwendolyn Cafritz Foundation.
ABOUT THE PLAYS
In this one act comedy, SEX AND EDUCATION by Lissa Levin, directed by Matt Rippa, a high school senior underachieving basketball star passes a poorly written, sexually explicit note to his girlfriend during his last final exam.  Confiscated by an English teacher who has just resigned that very morning due to years of just such a lack of appreciation and command of the written word, this note inspires her vindictive swan song.  Well aware his promised college basketball scholarship is at stake, the teacher threatens to fail the boy if he doesn't take his note and rewrite it in perfect paragraph form, even if this means diagramming profanity to teach him how to construct a sentence.  What transpires is a grueling lesson for both of them - in life, sex, and grammar.
CAST: SARAH HOLT, DESHAUDE BARNER, KRISTIN GARAFFO
In OWL MOON, a one act drama by Liz Maestri, directed by Tiffany Ford, two couples venture into a desolate, frozen snowfield for the night, where they find themselves trapped, not only physically but also in the mire of their own neurosis. Lisa is determined to win back her ex, Isaac, and will stop at nothing to do so. Shell and Salome carry weighty sacks across the snow, looking for a way to purge their sins. Murder, self-abuse, bizarre encounters, and desperation plague the travelers, and only some will survive the night. Is it possible to lose oneself? To lose oneself in another? Using sharp imagery and music, OWL MOON examines the fine line between passion and obsession, and the toll it takes on the mind, body and spirit.

CAST: JEREMY BROWN*, BETHANY HOFFMAN, KAREN LANGE, JEAN HUDSON MILLER, SABRINA SHAHMIR
* Member Actors Equity Association (AEA)
ABOUT THE PLAYWRIGHTS
LISSA LEVIN is a librettist/lyricist, a playwright, and a twenty-four year veteran of television as a writer/producer. Levin won the prestigious Kleban Award for her libretto (John Weidman, panel judge) for her first musical , TWIST OF FATE, the L.A. Weekly's Musical Of The Year, two L.A. Drama Critics Circle Awards, and a nomination  for an Ovation Award for Best Musical. Her one-act play, SEX AND EDUCATION, was a finalist in New York's THE OPEN BOOK competition, and has had several readings in Los Angeles. Television credits include Emmy-nominated MAD ABOUT YOU, CHEERS, WKRP IN CINCINNATI, FAMILY TIES, BROTHERS (cable ACE Award nomination), COMPLETE SAVAGES (Mel Gibson, Co-Executive Producer),the UPN drama, LIVE SHOT, THUNDER ALLEY (with Ed Asner and Haley Joel Osment), A DIFFERENT WORLD, and GLORIA.
LIZ MAESTRI is a writer, performer and director. She regularly works with Taffety Punk Theatre Company and filmmaker Kris Holodak, and is currently work-shopping her one-act play, OWL MOON. In addition to Taffety Punk, she has performed/directed/and produced in NYC and in various Washington, DC-area regional theatres including the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts, the Contemporary American Theater Festival and the Black Women Playwrights' Group, among others. She received a B.A. in Theatre from the University of Maryland at College Park, where she served as Assistant Production Manager, and studied playwriting at New Dramatists in NY.    
For Further Information Visit DoorwayArts.org
xxxxxxxxxxxxx






